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   AUGUSTA JEWISH MUSEUM CELEBRATES PROGRESS, GRANTS
Looks forward to opening Educa�on Center in 2021

AUGUSTA, GA:   As the lights of Jewish holiday of Chanukah begin to shine December 10, the board of 
the Augusta Jewish Museum has extra reasons to celebrate. Thanks in part to grants from several 
regional and local organiza�ons, the museum is on track to open next year. Work on its two historic 
Telfair Street buildings is progressing well, according to AJM board president Jack Weinstein.

Recent grants include $50,000 from the Watson-Brown Founda�on to begin restora�on of Augusta’s 
original 1869 synagogue building; $15,000 from the Community Founda�on of the CSRA and Masters 
Tournament for museum opera�ons; $4,000 from the Georgia Historic Records Advisory Council for 
archival ac�vi�es; and $1,000 from Southern Jewish Historical Society for the AJM’s online virtual 
museum.  An anonymous local donor also funded the purchase of Past Perfect, a museum collec�on 
and donor management so�ware program. “We are delighted to receive such generous community 
support to the help open our doors next spring,” Weinstein said. 

Rehabilita�on on the museum’s Educa�on Center, which will be housed in the historic 1860 Court of 
Ordinary building on the 500 block of Telfair Street, began in June of this year, and is slated for 
comple�on in early 2021.  Exhibits on CSRA Jewish contribu�ons, Jewish prac�ce, Holocaust 
remembrance, and the state of Israel will open to the public by mid-year.  In the project’s second 
phase, the adjacent synagogue structure will be restored and house addi�onal exhibits, archives, and 
a community rental venue, Weinstein explained. 

Since 2015 when the City of Augusta announced plans to demolish two historic Telfair Street buildings 
to make room for municipal parking, interested ci�zens, led by late historian Jack Steinberg, organized 
the Augusta Jewish Museum and, with the help of Historic Augusta, have been working to raise funds 
and restore the landmark buildings. At the June 2020 press conference, when restora�on at the Court 
of Ordinary began, Augusta Mayor Hardie Davis remarked, “As you embark on this great work, as you 
come together and the city comes together, you will make it possible, and you will see it through to 
comple�on.”   

Weinstein noted that the Augusta Jewish Museum looks forward to comple�ng Phase One of their 
ambi�ous project and con�nues to seek grants, dona�ons, and volunteers. He invites the community 
to learn more at www.augustajewishmuseum.org. 
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